APPENDIX IV ON THE READINGS AT III. IV. 80 AND III. V, 12-21
(i) AT III. iv. 80 Qcj read "some see it done" at the end of a line. Ff introduce a new line: " Louell and Ratcliffe, looke that it be done."                                                                ff
(2) In III. v. 12-21 I have adopted Ff reading substantially. For the variations in Qq, see collation ad loc. The difficulty which Qq introduce is in their stage-directions, corresponding to that after line 21, " Enter Catesby with Hastings' head." The conspirators, according to Theobald, are standing on the walls of the Tower; and Catesby is told to "overlook " the walls, z>. to look down and see whether any one is coming. Only four lines later, Gloucester calms Buckingham's pretended agitation at the sound of a drum, with the words " O, O, be quiet, it is Catesby "; and Catesby thereupon enters with Hastings' head. The supposition on which this entry of Catesby, inconsistent even with dramatic probability, can be defended, is that Catesby, overlooking the walls and seeing Hastings' executioners approaching, hastens from the scene, receives the head from them, and reappears bearing it. Even so, the interval is ver^ short indeed between his disappearance and return.
Ff make Catesby introduce the mayor, and remain on the scene. Buckingham hears the drum; Gloucester tells Catesby to overlook the walls, and Ratcliff and Lovel, the executioners deputed in III. iv. 80, enter with the head of Hastings.
The probable explanation of the difference lies in the circumstance that Qq require only one actor on the stage to fill the parts whicfi Ff allot to three. A scarcity of actors very conceivably may have led to a grouping of the parts in the stage version. And here is one of many signs that tfie original of the Qq text of the play is to be found in such a version and re-arrangement for stage purposes of Shakespeare's text.
However, by the introduction of Ratcliff, Ff reading involves a fresh difficulty. Following the chroniclers, it puts Ratclifif (in. Hi.) in charge of the execution of the lords at